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Let me start by saying I never imagined I would
see, much less own, an original 1929 RCA AR-
1264 – “Theremin”. Having
read about them over the
years, and possessing an
interest in Sci-Fi TV shows
and movies, I was aware of
the eerie sound they
provided to the musical
score. I had an idea how
unique and rare the original
instruments were but had
no idea of their current
popularity. For the RCA
Theremin 100th
anniversary, Moog has
issued a “new” version -
check out this link to see
and hear how a Theremin
can sound.
https: //techcrunch.com/202
0/1 0/22/for-the-theremins-
1 00th-anniversary-moog-
unveils-the-gorgeous-
claravox-centennial/

Examples of their distinctive sound are most
often associated with 1950’s Sci-Fi movies such

as “Forbidden Planet”
– most Sci-Fi’ers agree
this movie is the first
in the Sci-Fi category.
Another great
example, albeit made
several years later, is
the iconic 1951 Sci-Fi
thriller, “The Day the
Earth Stood Still”. In
the opening scenes,
the UFO lands on
earth and the
spacecraft doors slide
open – we have our
first image ofGort, the
8’ tall giant alien
robot. The Theremin’s
unique sounds add to
the anticipation of the
robots next action, is
he going to annihilate
the earth with his
deadly ray or perhaps
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CRC MEETINGS: Meetings are held on the 2nd Sunday of every other month starting in January
(except May is the 3rd Sunday) at 1 :00 pm. The meetings consist of business, “show & tell”, raffles,
auctions, swap meets, technical discussions and other subjects of interest. Visitors are welcome!!

CRC MEMBERSHIP: Current annual dues are $20 and membership in the CRC runs from July to
June. New memberships wil l be prorated to the fol lowing June. Members are entitled to attend
meetings, participate in our Fall show and our Fall auction, and receive our newsletter, The Flash! .
Submit dues payable to: Merril Campbell - 4723 Woodbury Dr. - Colorado Springs, CO 80915

UPCOMING EVENTS: CRC Zoom meeting, May 16th at 1 PM - see eGroup email for details.
July 1 1 th, live CRC meeting at Castle Rock. August 1 5th, Annual CRC auction. September 1 2th,
Vintage Voltage Show � Delta by Marriott (former Ramada Plaza) I�25 at 1 20th, Northglenn.
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CRC contact information.

Hello fellow CRC’ers! Hope all is well and you continue to stay healthy. What better way to re-engage club
members than to start planning for our annual show and auction. Below are key dates for our upcoming 2021
events:

May 16 CRC Club Zoom meeting - The regular CRC meeting will be Sunday, May 16th via Zoom.
Look for a separate email with specifics - save the date though!

July 11 CRC Club Meeting - This will be our first in-person club meeting in over a year. We’ll meet at
the Castle Rock Library (1 :00 to 3:00 PM, agenda as usual as well as confirm the auction and
show specifics)

August 15 CRC Auction / Picnic - to be held at our normal venue; Tectonic Management Group, Inc.,
6695 W 48th Ave, Wheat Ridge, CO 80033

September 12 Vintage Voltage / CRC Show Sunday, Sept. 12 - Delta by Marriott (old location) at I-
25 at 120th. (Note that Vintage Voltage will replace the September club meeting)

November 14 - CRC Club Meeting - In-person club meeting. We’ll meet at the Castle Rock Library.

As you know the Annual Auction and VV Show are hallmark CRC events. Please notice we are changing the
schedule up a little this year by moving the auction ahead of the show . This change is due to availability of the
hotel for the growing Vintage Voltage show which now includes the Colorado Guitar Collectors group.

So our auction is on Sunday August 1 5th at our usual venue.. .a beautiful facility and perfectly suited for "what-
we-do.” More details to follow as we finalize plans however you can refer to our website for details. Once
again Tom Pouliot will be our Master Auctioneer. As for the September show we will coordinate / finalize
specifics at our May Zoom call.

Look forward to seeing everyone in person as we move back to our normal schedule!

Mike Cook
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kill all the on-lookers? Use of the
unique Theremin sound added to
the suspense throughout the movie.
In reality 2 Theremins were used in
the original opening movie score
and demonstrates the 4 octave
range the Theremin circuitry
provides.

Well, back to my unit. I acquired it at the
annual 2019 CRC September Auction. At first
glance this Theremin was in sad shape – dusty
and dirty with a lot of scratches and dents to
the mahogany cabinet, the chassis components
were not secured in the cabinet, the nickel
plated brass aerials were bent with the nickel
finish flaking off, and the legs had holes drilled
into them - likely evidence of a shelf being
added at one time (the holes
held brackets for a shelf???)
This modification had
weakened the legs so much
that the whole cabinet
wobbled while holding up the
top heavy 40 pound chassis.
Significant work would be
required to stabilize the
cabinet. As a matter of fact, I
was hesitant to bid at all due to its “bad”
superficial appearance however, with a little
encouragement, I pursued and won the auction.

Once home I started my research and found an
abundance of informationI (several listed at the
end of this article) on the RCA Theremin. I
found that Mark McKeon, CRC club member,
had authored a very thorough article for
Antique Radio Classified (ARC) on his
restoration of an original Theremin;
http: //antiqueradio.com/Aug06_McKeown_The
remin.html . I’ve read this article many times
and I’m just astounded at the work Mark

completed to restore his
Theremin.

When these units were
originally built, RCA
sourced the electronics
manufacturing equally

to GE and Westinghouse while all the

mahogany cabinets were made by
the Jamestown Mantel Co. ofNew
York. (My unit, SN#100228, was
made by GE). Sales of the
Theremin began in late 1929 with
a price of $230.00 which included
tubes and a RCA-106 powered
speaker. It was first demonstrated
to the public in RCA sales centers

in both New York City and Chicago. RCA ended
sales in early 1932 with only 1 production run of
500 units making these among the rarest of
manufactured electronic devices of all time.

One website has a registry of all current
Theremin owners. I submitted the required
documentation to have my unit added to this
registry;
http: //www.rcatheremin.com/registry.php. My
unit is the 131st documented surviving
Theremin. During this registration process the
site owner told me it had been over 4 years
since a unit was submitted for registration,
indicating the days of identifying surviving
Theremins is drawing to a close. If you look this
up you will see pictures of the original state of
the unit - these were required by the site to
document its “original” status. I have sent new

pictures of the
restored unit to the
site however not sure
if they will be added.

I was lucky in that,
except for the legs,
under the dust and
grime was a very
complete chassis. The
wooden case had
extensive scratches,
loose glue joints along
with the weak legs,
which ultimately
required a cabinet

lacquer refinish to restore the unit. I remade 4
new mahogany legs however in the end decided
to restore the originals. One was essentially
broken in half due the proximity of the holes
drilled into the leg for the shelf. I repaired this
leg by drilling a hole down the length of the
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center of the leg and inserted / epoxied a 24”
long 1/4” diameter stainless steel tube to add
stiffness. Filling all the holes and reattaching
the original legs and cleaning / re-glueing all
the joints kept with my theme to keep the
unit as original as possible. I did remake the
beading at the bottom of the cabinet though
as several pieces were missing.

As for the electronics, a good cleaning and
sourcing; bad / missing tubes, power switch,
pilot light lens, and replacement of a missing
power supply terminal cover was all that was
required. The aerials were in tough shape
though so I did send the long pitch antenna
out to be straightened and then both aerials
re-plated to reveal that great shiny nickel
finish.

The 2 large pitch and volume
coils proved to be the biggest
restoration challenge in that
both had multiple breaks in
the fine 32 GA cloth wrapped
copper wire. I did try to
repair them but I simply
could not find all the breaks.
So, I removed the original
wire, wet sanded / polished
the coil forms to smooth
original black finish and then
using a true “jerry rig” with
my lathe to rewind the forms
with NOS 32 ga. lacquered
wire - 1075 turns on the large
coil and 550 on the smaller
one.

Upon reconnecting the electronics I found the
volume had no control and was quite low
however I did have pitch control. David
Boyle’s expert troubleshooting skills
identified several bad solder joints that, once
corrected, brought the unit back to life. All
the original chassis components were
functional - none were replaced.

With the Theremin now working I can attest
that playing it is real interesting. Mastering
the technique with finger and hand (even
body position) with the volume and pitch
aerials to arrive at a melodic tune is a real
challenge however has been fun
experimenting with it.

Below are links to the Theremin articles I
referenced during the restoration;

https://www.theremin.us/RCA/rca_there
min.html
https://www.radiolaguy.com/Showcase/R
adiola/Theremin.htm
http://www.thereminworld.com/RCA-
Theremin-Tech
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The Studebaker Wheel
A Monthly Magazine For The Motorist

The first issue of The Wheel is bel ieved to have been publ ished by Studebaker in

February 1926. Whi le it is unknown how long The Wheel was publ ished, an October

1940 issue was found l isted on the internet promoting the upcoming 1941 Studebaker

models. We extend our thanks to CRC member J im Mize from Boulder, who was kind

enough to send us these presented pages from the August 1929 issue of The Wheel.
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On Sunday, March 1 4, 2021 the Colorado Radio Collectors Club held its first virtual Zoom

meeting. This was the first time the CRC, as a whole, had the opportunity to have some

semblance of a meeting since the last "normal" one in March 2020. Kudos to CRC management,

and all the individuals' whose time and effort was expended to find alternative venues for our

meetings during these times, and possibly into the future.

About 1 7 club members participated in the zoom meeting. There were others that tried to join

in but had technical difficulties with the 'sign�in process" and were not able to attend. If, there

is a next virtual Zoom meeting, new sign�in instructions will be delivered by e�mail or via the

CRC egroup.

ZZoooommiinngg�� IInn
TThhee 11 sstt CCRRCC VViirrttuuaall MMeeeettiinngg

MMAARRCCHH ZZOOOOMM MMEEEETTIINNGG PPHHOOTTOOSS
Submitted by Bill Grimm

Tom Zaczek attending from Illinois

Larry Snyder's

New case for B&K tube tester

Wayne Russert's

Home Built Loose Coupler
Screenshot of Club's March

Zoom meeting

Paul Heller

CRC Vice President

The RF�2000 radio uses

only 4 "D" size batteries

The Panasonic RF�2200

am/fm/sw radio

22nndd CCRRCC ZZoooomm mmeeeettiinngg:

MMaayy 1166tthh aatt 11 PPMM -- sseeee CCRRCC

eeGGrroouupp eemmaaiill ffoorr ddeettaaii llss !!
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REPAIR SERVICE: Radio repairs for
club members. Reasonable rates. Good
references.
Call David Boyle 303-681 -3258

FOR SALE:
1 ) Zenith Black dial, shutter style and
motor drive chassis fully restored, even a
new tuning eye tube. Was a recent
extensive job for a customer who
disappeared, fell off the earth I suppose!
Nine (9) tube with like new speaker and
external speaker adjustable baffle. Fits
consoles such as 9-S-203 & -232- 242
-244 -262 -263 -264. Chassis # 5905. This
is professionally and thoroughly
refurbished. Accompanied by repair log,
tube test chart, and marked up copy of
Riders schematic used during chassis
repairs and alignment. Will hook up and
demonstrate all operational features to
prospective buyer. Only looking to
retrieve a percentage of the original
customer cost. "Something is better than
nothing! "

2) Starting to gradually sell off restored
radios from my extensive collection to
club members and friends. Prices are very
reasonable and will gladly negotiate.
Range from the early 1920's to mid 1950's.
Mostly wood radios from the 1930's. . .my
favorite styles!

David Boyle
Castle Rock Area
email: djboylesr@msn.com

FOR SALE:
Tube Radios - Tombstone, Cathedral and
Novelty Transistor Radios.
I have collected radios of all types for 35
plus years and now it is time to let them
go to new home/s. I have over 250 tube

type and over 5,000 transistor (both
novelty and shirt pocket type)
Please call 303-2381384
radios4us@aol.com
Thank You,
Ron Smith

CCllaassssiiffiieedd
AAddss

SUBMISSION OF ARTICLES & AND ADVERTISEMENTS
Classified Ads and articles of any radio/electronic or historical related subject to be published in The Flash! are
encouraged and welcomed. The article(s) should be submitted in Microsoft Word, OpenOffice, RTF, or as
plain text, to Steve Touzalin by email at: stevetou@comcast.net or Larry Snyder at Lsnyder200@cs.com or by
postal mail to 41 7 So. Queen Circle, Lakewood CO 80226. Formatting isn’t necessary as it won't transfer into
our software, but if you do, set the font to Times New Roman, size 1 0, left justified. I f you have graphics (. jpg
fi les) to be inserted, please name them and be specific about how you would l ike them placed. We wil l do our
best based on space limitations.
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Ads are free for CRC members. To place an ad send your ad description along with personal

contact information to Steve at stevetou@comcast.net or Larry at Lsnyder200@cs.com.

There are 10 types ofpeople in this world.

Those who understand Binary

and those who don't.

Courtesy ofWayne Russert
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Radio is my hobby; I shall want
no other.
It maketh me stay home at night.
It leadeth me into much trouble.
It draweth on my purse.
I go into paths of debt for its
name's sake.
Yea, though I understand it
perfectly, it will not oscillate.
Its concerts and speeches, they
comfort me.
Yet it will not work in the
presence of mine enemies.
I anoint the coils with shellac;
But the tube spilleth over,
Surely the radio bug won't follow me for all
the days of my life,
For if it does I will dwell in the house of
poverty forever.

The above version appeared in the Old Timer's
Bulletin Vol. 1 3, June 1 972, pg. 21 . indicating it was
published many years before in the World Wide
Wireless magazine. The author was identified only by
his initials "J.D."
�������������������������������������������������������������������

The version below was
found in the NWVRS Call
Letter Vol. 1 3, No.1 1 ,
Nov.1 987, pg. 4. Joe
Tomkins is credited as the
author in 1 976.

Radio is my hobby;
I shall want no other.
It maketh me to stay
home at night.
It leadeth me into
much trouble,

It draweth on my purse.
I go into paths of debt for its sake,
Yea, tho I understand it perfectly, it will
not oscillate.
Its concerts and speeches, they comfort me.
Yet it will not work in the presence of my
friends.
I anoint the coils with shellac,
But the tube spilleth over!
Surely the radio bug will follow me all the
days of my life;
And I will dwell in the house of a RADIO
fan forever.

A Psalm of a Radio Collector
presented by Larry Snyder, CRC Member

UV201 ---------------------------------------- 1920 to 1922

UV201A Brass base tipped------------- 1922 to 1924

UV201A Molded base tipless---------- 1924 to 1925

UX201A Molded base -

tipless pear shaped----------- 1925 to 1931

UX201A Molded base -

tipless shoulder style-------- 1932 to 1942

UV199 Brass base------------------------- 1923 to 1925

UX120----------------------------------------- 1925 to 1931

UX112 -----------------------------------------1925 to 1927

UX112A--------------------------------------- 1927 on

UX171----------------------------------------- 1926

WD11----------------------------------------- 1922 to 1925

WD12----------------------------------------- 1923 to 1925

UV200---------------------------------------- 1920 to 1926

UX250---------------------------------------- 1928 on

UX240---------------------------------------- 1927 to 1942

UX222--------------------------------------- 1927 to 1942

UX226--------------------------------------- 1927 on

UX227--------------------------------------- 1927 on

UX224--------------------------------------- 1929 on

UX245--------------------------------------- 1929 on

BH-------------------------------------------- 1926

UX213--------------------------------------- 1925

UX216--------------------------------------- 1925

UX280--------------------------------------- 1925

UX281--------------------------------------- 1927

UX230--------------------------------------- 1930 on

UX232--------------------------------------- 1930 on

UX247--------------------------------------- 1930 on

UX241--------------------------------------- 1932

UX242--------------------------------------- 1933

UX243--------------------------------------- 1932

Lettered tubes (ie 6D6)---------------- 1933 on

How early is the set you just spied at the antique store? The tubes inside (let's assume

they are original) can help you. Here is how. I do it using approximate dates of tube

introduction by R.C.A.

Speaking of Tubes... originally presented by Doug Furney

The below tube article is re-printed from the June 1978 issue of the RMAWA.
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