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Meet the Collector – Merril Campbell

By Dave Laude

You likely already know something about Merril since he 
has been our club’s treasurer for several years, misses few 
meetings, provides muscle to move radios at the auction, and 
has prepared numerous radios for “show and tell” and for the 
radio show. He has even written an article or two for The Flash 
and won award ribbons for his radio show entries. His radios 
are displayed on both levels of his house, sometimes mixed 
in a pleasant way with other antiques or collectables. The 
basement is where the mother lode of his prized radios and 
work shop are. You can see from the photos the quality and 
diversity of his collection.

With that intro I’ll now give Merrill a chance to tell us more 
about himself and then go to Q&A.

Before I answer any questions let me tell you a little about 
myself. Born and raised in southwest Iowa. Grew up in 
Cromwell, Ia. Graduated from Creston High School in 1970. 
Moved to Colorado Springs in 1973. Married Donna in 1975. 
Two children Jason and Jessica. Two grandkids Anthony and 
Carson and one on the way. Worked in sales at Coca-Cola, 

Pepsi-Cola, and Rampart Distributing. Truck driver at Transit 
Mix Concrete last 18 years, Retired now. As a child we had no 
TV so radio was what I grew up with. On a good night when 
I could tune in WSM in Nashville for the Grand Ole Opry or a 
Twin’s game or a Cub’s game made me appreciate radio.  

Q-What is your first memory of radio and when do you think 
that was?

A-My first memory of radio came when my folks brought 
home a zenith console from the cleaning out of my grandpa’s 
house. This was in 1959 or 1960 when I was 7-8 years old. 
Going though the different bands on the Zenith and seeing 
what stations and how far away I could pick up was when my 
interest in radio started.

Q-When and how did you first become interested in collecting 
radios?

A-When I was 10 years old a neighbor was about to throw a 
radio in the burning barrel and I asked if I could have it. I took it 
home and cleaned it up, put on a different cord, took tubes to 
Gambles store in Creston to check. It worked when I put it back 
together. It was a Grunow model 501. When I was 12 I seen a 
Philco console at the used furniture store down the street for 
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Message from the President
CRC Contacts

President  Wayne Russert
  303-660-3799
  Deartrail@wans.net
Vice President Open
Treasurer  Merrill Campbell
  719-596-3482
  Campbell321@juno.com
Egroup Manager Mike McCutcheon
  (303) 343-2956
  ugea07@denvercommons.net
Egroup message posting address:
  colradcol@yahoogroups.com
Flash! Publisher  Steve Touzalin
  (303) 988-5394
  Stevetou@comcast.net
Flash Layout Alan Burch 
  303 800-7120
  orotone@gmail.com
Webmaster  Bill Grimm
Website   www.radioace.com

CRC MEMBERSHIP
Annual membership in the CRC runs from 
July to June. Dues entitle members to attend 
meetings, “The Flash!” our newsletter, 
participation in our spring show and Fall 
auction. Current annual dues are $20. 
New memberships will be prorated to the 
following June.

CRC MEETINGS
Meetings are held on the 2nd Sunday of 
every other month starting in January 
(except May is 3rd Sunday) at 1:00 pm. 
The meetings consist of business, “show & 
tell”, raffles, auctions, swap meets, technical 
discussions and other subjects of interest

Submission of Articles and Adver-
tising

Classified Ads for The Open Trunk and 
articles of any radio/electronic or historical 
related subject to be published in the Flash 
are encouraged and welcomed. The article(s) 
should be submitted in Microsoft Word, RTF, 
or as text cut/paste into your email. Submit 
to Steve Touzalin by email at: stevetou@
comcast.net

Schedule of CRC Meetings and Events 2017
DATE (2017) EVENT LOCATION NOTES
July 9th Meeting Castle Rock Miller Library
August 20th Meeting Littleton Bemis Library Castle Rock unavailable
September 17th Annual BBQ & Auction Usual Place

CRC Members

By this time, hopefully, our past president Tom 
and Barb have relocated everything to a new 
home in the Midwest and found a few resto-
ration projects at local yard sales. Summer is 
a great time to peruse garage and 
estate sales for good buys to work 
on when the snow flies. Grand-
ma’s old radio or phono may be 
junk to her heirs but it’s a treasure 
to us.

 I enjoy talking about the early 
days of radio to any audience who 
will listen and last week I took my 
headphone demo from the Vintage 
Voltage show to a meeting of the 
Rocky Mtn. Model A Ford club. 
One of the display pieces was an 
old breadboard crystal radio with 
a pair of headphones attached. 
After the talk a middle-aged club 
member told me he never realized 
that a radio could operate solely from the radi-
ated power of an RF transmitter. The vintage 
radio technology that we old-timers have been 
around forever is often unknown to the general 
public and especially to kids who see modern 
devices as things they cut out of a bubblepak. 

Many of us belong to clubs or organizations 
that would welcome a presentation on some 
aspect of the early days of communications. 
So schedule 20 minutes at your next function, 
haul in a few pieces of equipment and give a 
little talk. I guarantee the folks will love it and 

learn something as well. Besides, there is no 
better way to fully understand a subject than 
having to explain it to an audience. It’s a win-
win.

Our next meeting will be Sunday July 9 at the 

Castle Rock Miller library. I plan to bring the 
last few grab bags to add to the raffle table. 
Please take a look at your collection of excess 
stuff and find an item(s) that you know dang-
well you’re never gonna get to and bring it in. 
One of our newer members may just take it 
home and surprise all of us with the results. 
The fun of collecting is that you amuse your-
self and amaze your neighbors.

Keep ‘em glowing.

Wayne
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$22.00. Kept watching it and one day the owner says for two 
dollars and help him unload a pick-up load of furniture I could 
have it. That was radio No. 2 and the collection had started. 

Q-How did your collecting progress over the years?

A-When I worked at Coca-Cola I collected coke items. When 
I worked at Pepsi-Cola I collected Pepsi items. I have also 
collected record albums, phonographs, clocks, and Campbell 
collectibles. Over the years my wife and I have enjoyed garage 
sales, flea markets, auctions, and antique stores which has 
produced many finds. 

Q-How did you learn about the club and approximately what 
year did you join?

A- I was told about the club from Ray Kushner. Met Ray at Ross 
Auction in the early 1990’s.We were both interested in a catalin 
radio. Ray got the radio but I got a new friend and exposure to 
the club. Joined in 1995. 

Q-Does your wife Donna also appreciate fine antique radios 
and if yes how does she influence your collection?

A-Donna does appreciate fine antique radios. She is always on 
the hunt for radios. She knows when she sees a quality radio. 
She also knows this keeps me busy and out of trouble.

Q-Do you both have a common favorite radio and if yes what is 
it?

A-Our favorite is the Sparton Blue Mirrored Sled Radio model 
557 (see photo). Donna thinks this one is hers since she found 
it one Saturday morning when I had to work. It was a fun radio 
to restore. 

Q-What is it that you enjoy most about radio collecting?

A-It gives me something to do. I enjoy taking a radio that looks 
like crap and make it look as close as possible to the way it 
looked the day it was made. I enjoy the people I have met by 
being in this hobby.

Q-What radio categories and eras do you focus on?

A-I have collected some from most categories and all 
eras. My main focus has been on different types of  plastic 
radios: Bakelite, Catalin, Plaskon, Beetle, Tenite, Styrene. 
There is so much history with each category and era it has 
been impossible to stay focused on just one.
Q-What is it that you’re best at when restoring radios?

A-I think the cosmetic restoration of the different types of 
plastic radios. Repair of some cracks. Cleaning and shining 
plastic. Detailing a radio. I can make a radio shine and sparkle.

Q-What new restoration skills would you like to acquire?

A-I would like to learn and develop better skills in wood 
restoration. I would also like to learn more on the restoration 
of the radio chassis. I have a basic knowledge but need to learn 
more. 

Q-What is your ultimate collecting goal?

A-My ultimate goal would be to open a museum of radios, 
jukeboxes, phonographs, and any talking items. This all needs 
to be preserved so the kids of today will be able to go and see 
we did not start out with an I-phone. That’s a dream, so in the 
meantime I will continue to piddle and learn what I can with 
another radio. 
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Q-Is there anything else you’d like to say about the club, collecting, shows, 
auctions, etc.

A-The radio club is a great place to get together. The club welcomes all regardless 
of the amount of radios or amount of knowledge a person has. I marvel at the 
amount of knowledge when I attend a meeting. Each member has something 
to offer regardless of how basic or technical, someone will learn from you.  The 
shows are a great place for the public to see the history of radio and create a 
interest in our hobby.

I am honored to be a part of this group. Thank You.  Merril 

Our “Meet the Collector” articles have nearly disappeared and my wish is that 
this article will promote more interest in them. They are easy to write and it’s 
enjoyable to visit fellow collector’s homes so go visit and write!
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Photos from the CRC May 9th Meeting

New Member Ed Rupp                               Brian Buell’s Zenith 7J045T                               

Zenith 7J045T Made for Export                               

Mark Kuligowski’s Sansui 1000A Tube/Transistor AM/
FM Stereo (7591 Output Tubes)                             

Sansui 1000a Stereo Receiver                               

Tom Pouliot Auctions Some Donations                             

Ralph Brands shows his L Tatro Farm Radio, Model EN6-4                               

L Tatro Farm Radio, Model EN6-4                              

Joe Wagner’s Y600 Zenith T.O.                          
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Repair Service
Radio repairs for club members. Reasonable rates. Good references.
Call David Boyle 303-681-3258

For Sale
Most of the following instruments have been completely refurbished, 
repaired as needed, and calibrated. Most have manuals and test leads.

Prices are negotiable...please make offer.

 1) Eico 5 inch oscilloscope. Model 425. Perfect for old radio repair 
work. Completely electronically rebuilt with new CRT!  $68.00

2) Eico “Professional” VTVM, 6 inch meter                                      
$40.00

3) RCA Radiola Model, 80,82, 86 complete dual chassis and mounted 
speaker. VG condition, with tubes including 2ea VG 45 tubes.  Make 
offer.

4) Philco Model 91. Complete working chassis with 12” good 
speaker. Working tuning meter too! Make offer.

5) Philco Model 37-610 complete chassis with tubes, good condition 
complete with bezel and glass. Make offer.

David Boyle.                      303-681-3258

—————————————————

For Sale
I have collected radios of all types for 30 years and now it is time to 
let them go to new homes. Please call me for an appointment to see if 
any of them would fit in your collection. I have tube radios including 
Tombstone, Cathedral, and Novelty etc. I also have a large collection 
of transistor radios both shirt pocket and Novelty type.

Ron Smith 303-238-1384 RADIOS4US@aol.com

—————————————————

WANTED
 1980s Atari 520 or 1040 ST computer components (keyboard, 
monitor, etc.). I still need it for several specialized programs I wrote 
including a simulator for transistor and tube circuits. Dave Laude 
dlaude1@msn.com

—————————————————

Wanted
1948 Motorola 5A9B portable radio, Maroon color.  Good condition 
only. Dewey Reinhard 719-596-5516 deweyfly30@gmail.com
—————————————————

Wanted
Broadcast or recording mics, Working Shirt Pocket radios, NBC 
chimes, all eras. Tom Keeton 303-797-8073
—————————————————

Wanted 
110 Volt DC table radios. Non-working radios OK. Steve Touzalin at 
303-988-5394 or stevetou@comcast.net

—————————————————

The Open Trunk
Member Submitted Advertisements

Join the Colorado Radio Collectors Email Group

We highly recommend that all CRC members join our email 
group.  This is the best way for us to communicate with you 
in-between meetings and copies of the Flash.

These instructions describe how to use your current e-mail 
address to join the CRC colradcol e-group WITHOUT having to 
create a new Yahoo account.

1. Send an email to coloradoradiocollectors@yahoo.com 
with no subject.

2. You’ll receive an email from the group asking you to 
confirm your request. (make sure to check your spam 
folder).  Fill in the request to be a member and submit.

3. f you have any issues with the instructions here, the 
group moderator will assist you with the process. 
Please send an e-mail to: coloradoradiocollectors@
yahoo.com for assistance.



The July 9th Meeting is at 1:00 pm at the Miller Library in Castle Rock

First Class Mail

Colorado Antique Radio Collectors
Antique Radio Club
417 S. Queen Cir.
Lakewood, CO   80226


