
  

 

The Loewe Company looked for a way to survive in 

these bad times and soon focused on the German gov-

ernment’s policy of taxing all radios by the number of 

its tube sockets, which had driven radio sales down in 

Germany. The solution, as they saw it, was to invent, 

design, and build a tube envelope that plugged into one 

socket but contained multiple 

tubes and the components neces-

sary to operate these tubes.   

 

Their first multi-component tube 

was the dual tube 2-HF, followed 

by the 3 tube version named the 3-

NF.  These tubes were carefully 

crafted to not only function well, 

but were aesthetically pleasing as 

well.  With three tubes and their 

associated components packaged 

into one envelope, all that was 

needed to make a functioning ra-

dio was their multi-component 3-

NF, a tuned circuit, batteries and a 

headphone or loudspeaker.  

 

The radio they designed to use the 3- NF envelope was 

the Loewe OE 333 radio.  They advertised this radio as 

a “peoples radio”, undercutting all the small radio com-

petition in price and number of tubes.  While it cost only 

about 39.50 RM ($10).  This radio would receive local 

stations well enough to drive a speaker.  Furthermore, it  

was easy to operate and tune, and because it used only 1 

tube socket, it was taxed at a very low rate. From 1926 

on, there were a number of variations of this radio made, 

but all utilized Loewe’s one component filled glass en-

velope.  

 

(Continued on page 3) 
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He watched, first surprised, then dejectedly, as he was 

out-bid, until finally the bidding closed with a final bid 

on the Loewe OE 333 being more than $100 higher than 

his bid had been.   Well, at least he still had the high bid 

on the 3-NF.  He watched as the auto bidding raised his 

bid until he lost that bid, too. 

 

There were over a million Loewe 

OE 333 radios made, and certainly 

even more 3-NF tubes made.  

How could a radio that plentiful 

be so scarce today? 

 

As the German economy in 1920s 

faltered and stumbled along, the 

high inflation rate forced it to 

search for new sources of income.  

Somebody had the bright idea that 

a tax on all radios would raise 

some of the needed money.  This 

tax would be based at least par-

tially on the number of tube sock-

ets a radio had, the more sockets, 

the higher the tax. 

 

The Loewe radio tube company had been started in 1918 

as a family owned business and had prospered until in 

1923-24 it had about 600 employees making radio tubes 

in its factories, but bad times were ahead.  The sales of 

radio tubes began to drop because of the new tax on ra-

dios, and to make matters worse, Telefunken, the other 

major tube manufacturer and Loewe's major competitor, 

began to enforce all of its patent claims, whether justi-

fied or not.  Even a big company like Loewe’s was 

brought to the verge of bankruptcy fighting these patent 

legal battles. 
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Since the last edition of the Flash, we have 

been a very busy club. We were present at 

the Moderism Show/Vintage Voltage on 

Sept 12th, had our regular meeting in Cas-

tle Rock on Sept 13th, and had a great auc-

tion/barbeque on October 4th. 

 

Our annual auction was very well attended 

in spite of the cool and cloudy weather, 

and as always, we saw a 

large number of radios and 

other items get sold. A grand 

time was had by all. As you 

can see from the photos and 

item list in this issue, there 

were some very unique and 

collectable radios sold.  I 

think that because of the 

threatening weather, we had 

a noticeably smaller amount 

of lots. That, and combined 

with Tom Pouliot ‘s smooth 

and effective auctioneering, 

we seemed to finish up a bit quicker than 

in years past.  

 

Many thanks to Tom and all the other 

folks who pitched in to make this the great 

event that it always is: Larry Weide and 

his “apprentice” Alexis Alexandridis, who 

teamed to operate the software and hard-

ware that makes the auction run. Rich 

Kuberski for providing this fine venue. 

Chef Dave Boyles along with Bill Busch 

who cooked up some fine fixins’.  Don 

Andrus for bringing the drinks.  Marty for 

bringing the tables. Merril and his wife 

Donna who helped us “cash in” and “cash 

out” at the end.  And all of the guys that 

helped get the message out beforehand, 

helped move around the radios during the 

auction, took pictures and cleaned up af-

terwards.  And all of you who came to 

participate!  This truly was a great team 

effort that was a lot of fun and raised some 

money for the club!  And thanks to Wayne 

Russert who brought all that Ham gear 

whose auction proceeds went to the club! 

 

Three weekends earlier, on September 

12th, the club set up some tables to pro-

mote ourselves at Dana Cain’s Modernism 

Show/Vintage Voltage expo at the Na-

tional Western Complex. Dana provided 

the tables to us for free. A few of us 

CRCers were there, chatting with folks 

about the radios on display and what the 

club does. I was there with Wayne 

Russert, Bill Kohl, Robert Baumann and 

Bob Barrio. I had an enjoyable time. 

Thanks to these guys and also Merrill and 

Donna who dropped off 

some nice radios to dis-

play. We handed out some 

membership applications 

and the next day Jim Siwik 

came to our meeting and 

joined as a result of this 

event.   

 

 The September 13th meet-

ing was well attended. For 

the second year in a row, it 

occurred on the same Sun-

day as the Castle Rock Art 

show, which made parking a real chore. 

We decided that next year we will move 

the September meeting to a different 

weekend to avoid this conflict.  We had a 

great set of “show and tells”, a very decent 

raffle and even auctioned off a big Philco 

model 16 and a monster HP scope. We 

also discussed the use of the egroup, get-

ting all the club members on the egroup, 

and purging those non-CRC members still 

in the egroup.  Mike McCutcheon has now 

taken over as the E groups “owner”. 

Thanks much Mike!  See the panel at the 

right on this page for contacting Mike 

about joining, or if you want to post a 

message or question to the egroup.   

 

Lastly, a bit of sad news. In September, 

CRC member Richard Alley passed away 

as the result of an accident while riding his 

bike. We observed a moment of silence for 

Richard at the auction. The club extends it 

condolences to his family and loved ones, 

and will sincerely miss him being part of 

our club.  

 

Tom Zaczek 

CRC CONTACTS 
 

President   Tom Zaczek 

  303-665-3743 

  zacfam at comcast.net 

Vice President  Wayne Russert 

  303-660-3799 

  Deartrail at wans.net 

Treasurer  Merrill Campbell 

  719-596-3482 

  Campbell321 at juno.com 

Egroup Manager Mike McCutcheon 

  (303) 343-2956 

                                 ugea07 at denvercommons.net 

Egroup message posting address:  

                                     colradcol at yahoogroups.com 

Flash! Publisher  Steve Touzalin 

  (303) 988-5394 

  Stevetou at comcast.net 

Flash Graphic Editor Rich Kuberski 

  ROKuberski at msn.com 

Webmaster   Bill Grimm 

Website   www.radioace.com   

 

NOTE:  at = @ in email addresses 

 
————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Upcoming Events 

11/1 1800 John Adams moves into the 

 White House 

11/7 1942 Roosevelt elected to 4th term 

11/8 CRC Meeting 

11/11 Veterans Day 

11/15 1806 Zebulon Pike spots a big 

 mountain 

11/22 1963 John Kennedy Assassinated 

11/26 Thanksgiving 

 1941 Japanese task force departs 

 for Pearl Harbor 
———————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

 

Meeting Locations 

(Unless noted otherwise) 
Littleton  Castle Rock 

March   January          

July   May 

November  September 
————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

CRC MEETINGS 
 

Meetings are held on the 2nd Sunday of 

every other month starting in January 

(except May is 3rd Sunday) at 1:00 pm. 

The meetings consist of business, “show 

& tell”, raffles, auctions, swap meets, 

technical discussions and other subjects of 

interest 
 

————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

CRC MEMBERSHIP 
 

Annual membership in the CRC runs from 

July to June. Dues entitle members to at-

tend meetings, "The Flash!" our newslet-

ter, discount book prices, participation in 

our spring show and Fall auction. Current 

annual dues are $20. New memberships 

will be prorated to the following June.  

COLORADO RADIO COLLECTORS ANTIQUE RADIO CLUB 
Founded October 1988 

The Flash!  © 2015, all rights reserved 

Message from the President 
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The Loewe Company soon found that there was one de-

sign flaw that they could not fix, the encapsulated tri-

odes’ heater filament was prone to burn out.  Although 

they could not fix this flaw, they could help public rela-

tions by replacing any 3-NF with a burnt out filament, 

free of charge. (This offer of a free replacement enve-

lope specifically applied to those tubes with a burnt out 

filament, not to tubes with any other type of failure.) 2  
 

 

 By 1933 the National Socialist’s party (Nazi’s) had 

seized power in Germany and the 2 younger Loewe 

brothers immigrated to the US, leaving the oldest 

brother to run the company.  As the Nazis gained more 

power, they required more radios for their military so 

the Loewe company pro-

duced more standard tubes 

and fewer and fewer multi-

component tubes. 

 

By 1938 Dr Siegmund 

Loewe, the last remaining 

family member in the com-

pany, was expropriated as 

part of Hitler’s Aryaniza-

tion program, and the com-

pany was renamed OptaRa-

dio.  As far as can be deter-

mined the OptaRadio Com-

pany continued to make 

some multi-component 

tubes for use in military 

applications, but they 

stopped making the OE 333, replacing it with the Volk-

sempfänger. 

 

The fact that an Aryan German designed the Volksemp-

fänger and a Jewish inventor designed the OE 333 may 

have contributed to the Volksempfänger being recog-

nized as Germany’s official ‘People’s Radio’, while the 

OE 333, although having sold more than 1,000,000 

units, became the forgotten People’s Radio. 3  

(Continued from page 1) 
 

Although it’s been widely reported, and repeated, that 

more than 1,000,000 of these radios were manufactured, 

both the radio and the 3-NF tube are extremely rare to-

day. A 3-NF was sold on the Internet recently for over 

$400, and an OE 333 could easily fetch more than $800, 

but there was only one of each for sale, and they were 

located in Italy.  

 

Much of the documentation and records about the 

Loewe family and/or their Peoples Radio no longer ex-

ists, making original research very difficult. However, 

one cannot wonder if, somewhere along the line, some-

body mistakenly added a couple of zeros to the count for 

total number of 3-NF’s and OE 333 that were manufac-

tured.  

 

Any collector who ac-

quires one of these radios 

and/or its components 

should consider himself 

extremely fortunate to 

have one of Germany’s 

first ‘People’s Radios’.     

 

1. It is not known 

whether the Loewe Com-

pany replaced the tube in 

the radio or merely sent the 

customer a replacement 

tube, leaving it to the cus-

tomer to actually replace 

the tube in the radio.  Since 

the burnt out tube had to be returned to get a new re-

placement tube, it is surmised that replacing the tube 

was sufficiently easy that most customers could do it 

themselves. 

2.  

It should be noted that some models of the Volksemp-

fänger utilized multi –component tubes, to keep the cost 

down. 

Colorado Modernism Show 

at the Coliseum 
 

Just to show you that our new president and vice 

president are dedicated diligent, etc. Here they are 

selling the attributes of the club.  Hopefully, there 

were able to convince some people to visit a meet-

ing and check us out.  Good Job Guys. 
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Colorado Radio Collectors 
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2015  Auction Results 
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Auction Photos 
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Photos from the last meeting. 

New Member 

Don Dykstra 
New Member 

Jim Siwik 
New President & V. President 

Tom Zaczek & Wayne Russert 

Wayne Russert’s Guthman U-50 

Signal Generator 

Bill Dial’s Ward’s Airline 

Movie Dial Radio 

Ron McCulley with his Model A Ford Ra-

dio and homemade Power supplies 

   

Barney with his nice little 

Silvertone Radio 
Tom Pouliot with his fine 

WWII radio 
Tom Pouliot auctions Philco Radio  

and Scope 

Larry Weide receives thank you 

Gift from club 
Tom Pouliot receives thank you 

Gift from club 
Mike McCutcheon receives thank you 

Gift from club 

So, you have always wanted to work on the newsletter you say.  Well bubbie, here’s your 

chance.  Step right up and the opportunity is yours for the asking.  Don’t be bashful.   

 

After only about 2,200 days on the job, Rich Kuberski is retiring.  Yes, he knows, not nearly 

as long as his predecessor Larry Weide spent on the job, but still, a decent run.   

 

It’s not a hard job, you can do it—give it a try.  Rich will help you get started. 
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The Open Trunk 
Member submitted advertisements 

REPAIR SERVICE: 

Radio repairs for club members. Reason-

able rates. Good references. 

Call David Boyle 

303-681-3258                                     11/09 

—————————–————--—–—– 

For Sale: by Dave Boyle 
Most of the following instruments have 

been completely refurbished, repaired as 

needed, and calibrated. Most have manuals 

and test leads. 

Prices are negotiable...please make offer. 

  

1) Eico 5 inch oscilloscope. Model 425. 

Perfect for old radio repair work. Com-

pletely electronically rebuilt with new 

CRT!    $68.00 

2) Eico "Professional" VTVM, 6 inch me-

ter    $40.00 

3) Ballantine Labs. Model 321 VTVM. 

True RMS and p-p measurements. 19 inch 

rack mounting   $25.00 

4) Eico Capacitor and Resistance tester. 

Model 950B, tests all values and other ca-

pacitance functions.  

    Uses a tuning eye as an indicator $65.00 

  

Radio Chassis For Sale: 
 1) RCA Radiola Model, 80,82, 86 com-

plete dual chassis and mounted speaker. 

VG condition, with tubes  

including 2ea VG 45 tubes.  Make offer. 

2) Philco Model 91. Complete working 

chassis with 12" good speaker. Working 

tuning meter too! 

Make offer. 

3) Philco Model 37-610 complete chassis 

with tubes, good condition complete with 

bezel and glass. 

Make offer. 

 

Call David Boyle, 
303-681-3258   09/15 

—————————–—–—-————– 

Wanted:  1920's Wooden Horn Speakers 

and a Crosley Musicone Speaker.  

Also 1920's battery sets, especially Neutro-

dyne sets, Pre 1930 AC Radios and a 

Crosley Widget Console Radio 

Michael O’Leary                   602-354-7011 

moleary9@cox.net. 

__________________________________ 

For Sale:  Rare 1927 Victor 9-54 

Radio / Phonograph in a magnifi-

cent Walnut Cabinet. 

Original, unrestored condition.  For 

details and pictures please see this 

website: 

www.pier52.net/victor954/ 

Mark Whalin   

mark@pier52.net 

WANTED: To buy: 1948 Motorola 5A9B 

portable radio, Maroon color.  Good condi-

tion only. 

Dewey Reinhard                   719-596-5516 

deweyfly30@gmail.com 

 

 

WANTED: Broadcast or recording mics, 

especially from 20's to 1950's. 

 

Crosley Pup Info 

 

NBC chimes, all eras. 

 

Tom Keeton                        303-797-8073  

—————————————–———-- 

 

 

I have collected radios of all types for 30 

years and now it is time to let them go to 

new homes. 

 

Please call me for an appointment to see if 

any of them would fit in your collection. 

 

I have tube radios including Tombstone, 

Cathedral, and Novelty etc. 

 

I also have a large collection of transistor 

radios both shirt pocket and Novelty type. 

 

Please call                            303-238-1384 

Thanks in advance, 

Ron Smith 

 

RADIOS4US@aol.com 

SUBMISSION OF ARTICLES &AND ADVERTISEMENTS 
 

Classified Ads for The Open Trunk and articles of any radio/electronic or historical 

related subject to be published in the Flash are encouraged and welcomed. The arti-

cle(s) should be submitted in Microsoft Word, RTF, or as text cut/paste into your 

email.  Submit to Steve Touzalin by email at:  stevetou@comcast.net or by postal 

mail to 417 So. Queen Circle, Lakewood  CO  80226. 

—–———————————————————————–———————————– 

Formatting isn’t necessary, but if you do, set the font to Times New Roman, size 10, 

left justified.  If you have graphics (.jpg files) to be inserted, please name them and be 

specific about how you would like them placed.  We will do our best based on space 

limitations. 

Custom Embroidered CRC  

LOGO on Shirts and Hats. 
Only $7.00 +Tax per Garment 

 

Choose  LOGO size—up to 3” 

Choose up to 4 colors 

Add your name for $1.00 
 

For orders, catalog prices and fur-

ther information contact Judy at: 
 

Judy Houser 

303-771-3577 

Castle Rock, Co. 

mailto:moleary9@cox.net
http://www.pier52.net/victor954/
mailto:mark@pier52.net
mailto:deweyfly30@gmail.com
mailto:RADIOS4US@aol.com
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The  November 8th 1:00 meeting will be at the Bemis Library in Littleton 

Colorado Radio Collectors 

Antique Radio Club 

417 S. Queen Cir. 

Lakewood CO 80226 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 

 

Directions to 

Miller Library in 

Castle Rock 
 

From I-25:  Take the Plum Creek Park-

way, exit #181. 
 

Turn East onto Plum Creek Parkway. 

Turn Left (North) onto S. Wilcox Street 

and continue north 2 tenths of a mile. 
 

The Philip S. Miller Library is on the east 

side of the street at 100 S. Wilcox St. 
 

The building is towards the back of the 

parking lot, past the Dairy Queen. 

Directions to  

Bemis Library in 

Littleton 

Topic for this meeting 

Find a Volunteer to continue with the Newsletter 


