
  

 

As one might expect from a radio that is 85 years old, 

some parts needed replacement or repair. The insulation 

on the wiring was dried & cracked, capacitors & resis-

tors were out of tolerance, the antenna coil was open, 

one of the metal tuning belts was missing, and it had its 

fair share of corrosion on the chassis. 

I did not expect the disintegration and gross distortion of 

all the castings made with pot metal. The three tuning 

condensers were originally supported in cast pot metal 

housings and synchronized by metal belts pulling cast 

pot metal pulleys on each condenser shaft. One tuning 

belt can be seen in the photo to the left of the dial. The 

tuning knob shaft was in a cast pot metal housing that 

was bolted to the chassis just below the tuning dial, and 

had fallen off. The remnants of that housing were still 

attached to the mounting screws in the chassis and can 

be seen below the dial in the photo. 
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Restoration of a 1927 Crosley Bandbox Model 601 

By Larry Snyder, Colorado Radio Collectors 
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The  March 9th  meeting is  at the  Miller Library in  Castle Rock 

I obtained this radio at the CRC auction on September 

30, 2012 for $20.00. The acquisition included the metal 

bandbox & lid, the chassis, all the knobs, a Musicone 

speaker, and a second empty metal bandbox with its lid. 

But, as is usually the case, all the tubes were missing. 

 

This is a 6 tube 

“Neutrodyne” TRF receiver 

originally powered by a 6V 

“A” battery, three 45V “B” 

batteries, one 22½V “C” bat-

tery & one 4½V “C” battery. 

In 1927 the radio cost $55.00 

plus $13.25 for the five 

201A tubes and one 171A 

tube. In addition, the new 

owner had to buy the Musicone speaker and the six bat-

teries. This was an expensive radio to own and operate 

in its day.  Crosley listed the radio weight at 15.4 lbs. 

and the shipping weight at 32 lbs.  

 

The schematic and alignment information can be found 

in Rider’s Vol. 1-5 and Vol. 3-1, but the schematic is 

not clear and only Crosley part numbers are listed that 

lack component values or notations regarding voltages, 

etc. I redrew the schematic and added relevant informa-

tion so it is more user-friendly.  
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Hi to all you old radio afi-

cionados and collectors.  

Miss me at the last meet-

ing?  Probably not. That is 

proof that any 

number of you 

could have the 

honor and 

privilege  of 

becoming the 

next president 

of the Colorado 

Radio Collec-

tors! Think about it. 

 

Now it’s that time of the 

year where it is all about 

the upcoming show. Last 

year our attendance and 

quantity of displayed ra-

dios was noticeably dimin-

ished. Some think it was 

the snow, but that is a lame 

excuse.  All major roads I 

traveled on from my home 

SW of Castle Rock  to our 

venue were clear and 

hardly any traffic.  I just 

hope that apathy is not set-

ting in as our club gets into 

its “mature” years.  Some 

of us are certainly showing 

some physical wear and 

tear…but our minds are 

bright and crisp.  Working 

on old radio collecting and 

repairing challenges keep 

us that way! 

 

Soooooooooo 

now is the time 

to bring out 

those collec-

tions and show 

the world 

around us the 

results of your restorative 

efforts ie: brain food. 

 

One more thing…I have 

been given some elec-

tronic test equipment re-

cently. I plan on donating 

this equipment to our up-

coming March meeting 

raffle and/or club auction; 

whichever you all choose 

is the best disposition. 

 

Stay Tuned,    
 

David Boyle 

CRC CONTACTS 
 

President   David Boyle 

  303-681-3258 

  Djboylesr at msn.com 

Vice President  Position open 

  Can YOU fill it? 

   

Treasurer  Merrill Campbell 

  719-596-3482 

  Campbell321 at juno.com 

Archive and Books    

    

    

Egroup Manager Mark Dittmar 

  (303) 877-0158 

  Mbdittmar at comcast.net 

Flash! Publisher  Steve Touzalin 

  (303) 988-5394 

  Stevetou at comcast.net 

Flash Graphic Editor Rich Kuberski 

  ROKuberski at msn.com 

Flash! Distribution Richard Beckman 

  (303) 344-8565 

  Rebdalbeck at msn.com 

Webmaster   Bill Grimm 

Website   www.radioace.com   

 

NOTE:  at = @ in email addresses 
————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Upcoming Events 

2/14 Valentines Day 

3/9 Daylight Savings begins 

3/30 CRC Show/Vintage Voltage 

 
————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

 
 

Meeting Locations 

(Unless noted otherwise) 
Littleton                      Castle Rock 

January          March 

May          July 

September         November 

 
————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

CRC MEETINGS 
 

Meetings are held on the 2nd Sunday of 

every other month starting in January 

(except May is 3rd Sunday) at 1:00 pm. 

The meetings consist of business, “show 

& tell”, raffles, auctions, swap meets, 

technical discussions and other subjects of 

interest 

 
 

————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

CRC MEMBERSHIP 
 

Annual membership in the CRC runs from 

July to June. Dues entitle members to at-

tend meetings, "The Flash!" our newslet-

ter, discount book prices, participation in 

our spring show and Fall auction. Current 

annual dues are $20. New memberships 

will be prorated to the following June.  

COLORADO RADIO COLLECTORS ANTIQUE RADIO CLUB 
Founded October 1988 

The Flash!  © 2013, all rights reserved 

Message from the President 
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View of tuning condenser shafts and pot metal pulleys 

Broken and distorted cast pot metal condenser brackets; 

distorted condenser drive pulleys, and a crumbled tuning 

shaft bracket   

The condenser rotors in the original pot metal mounting 

brackets were severely mis-

aligned due to distortion. 

 

The tuning condenser sta-

tors were cracked and dis-

torted with the plates 

“fanned” open; i.e., not par-

allel with each other, or the 

rotor plates when assem-

bled. 

 

(Continued from page 1) It initially seemed impossible to restore the radio, con-

sidering the poor state of the major components. I 

started to consider the radio was destined for the scrap 

heap until one day, I thought “If I try to fix the radio…

working on just one piece at a time it won’t be so bad 

….and if I find something that I cannot fix, I can kick it 

to the curb then”. 

 

With that in mind I needed to make the following parts:  

 

Three new tuning condenser mounting brackets so the 

rotors were square to the chassis again. The original ro-

tors were reused. 

 

Three reworked tuning condenser stators, without the 

pot metal, so the plates are parallel to each other.  

 

Three new tuning condenser pulleys that are actually 

round, with the bores centered, and square to the pulley 

face 

 

A new mounting bracket for the tuning shaft & pinion to 

allow tuning of the radio with the tuning knob 

 

A new metal tuning belt to replace the missing belt 

 

This was not going to be a “museum quality” restoration 

of the radio but a replacement of parts to make the radio 

functional again. All the replaced parts will be “under 

the hood”, keeping the original outward appearance. Af-

ter all, replacement parts are not available from Crosley 

and any surviving pot metal parts that I might find will 

be in the same or worse condition. 

 

After searching through the materials I had at hand I de-

cided to make the mounting brackets and pulleys from 

leftover pieces of Trex, which is a wood-plastic compos-

ite material that was used to make my outdoor deck sev-

eral years ago. Trex cuts easily like wood, and can be 

drilled and tapped without splitting. Since Trex is not as 

strong as metal I drilled and tapped the mounting holes 

deeper to allow for new longer screws with more thread 

engagement. 

 

 

 

The new Trex mounting 

bracket for the tuning 

shaft and pinion 

 

 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Two of the new mounting brackets for the tuning con-

densers with original rotors and re-worked stators are 

shown. Since the Trex material is non-conductive, a 

grounding wire was soldered to the tension spring on the 

rotor shaft.  

A side view of a tuning condenser assembly showing the 

reworked stator at the top meshing with an original rotor 

at the bottom. 

  

The old pot metal was easily chiseled out from between 

the original condenser stator plates. The twisted and 

bent plates were then re-flattened.  

The stator was then reassembled, mounting the plates on 

10-24 threaded studs with three #8 flat washers setting 

the spacing. #8 washers were used because #10 washers 

were too large in diameter (causing interference with the 

rotor plates) and too thick to obtain the proper plate 

spacing. The long unused ends of the 10-24 studs, seen 

in the photo, were later cut off to eliminate interference 

with the condenser shield. Insulating “fish” paper had to 

be glued to the condenser shield compartments to pre-

vent the studs from shorting the stator to the chassis. 

The new mounting brackets for the tuning condensers 

with the original rotors are bolted to the chassis. (The 

stators are not assembled in this photo.) 

The assembled tuning section with the condenser shield 

in place 

The schematic in Riders Vol. 1-5, provides basic in-

structions for removing the indicator dial and replacing 

the tuning belts. The new steel tuning belt is on the right 

in the photo. It is 0.005” x ¼” x 13.5”, cut to length 

from the retract spring found inside a small, pocket-size 

tape measure. The measuring tape itself could have been 

used, but it looked out of place with yellow on both 

sides and black numbers with lines along its length. The 

original 0.005” x 3/16” wide tuning belt is on the left. 

 

The pot metal tuning condenser pulleys were replaced 

with the same size Trex discs. The center pulley has a 

step cut into the backside to limit the rotation to half a 

turn and has tapped holes in the front for the indicator 

dial mounting screws. All the new pulleys are tapped for 

two 8-32 x 3/8 long socket set screws each.  

 

When reassembled the 1927 radio played well but had 

poor to moderate selectivity due to tuning capacitor 

variations.  



5 

 

2014 Colorado Radio Collectors Annual Show and Competition 

This is your chance to strut your stuff.  

Bring your cherished radios to show 

everyone and see what others have 

brought.  Although there will be a fea-

tured  category, don’t forget that all of 

the standard categories will still be 

available .  We have yet to run out of 

space for the display of radios, so dig 

deep and bring a bunch of them along. 

WHAT? It’s that time again?   
 

Yes friends and neighbors, it IS that 

time again.  The 2014 CRC Annual 

Show in conjunction with Vintage 

Voltage is upon us.  By the time you 

receive this issue you will only have 

two weeks to complete the work on 

your entries. 

 

This year, the Special Category is  

Novelty Radios 
This is the 7th year that we will be 

joining with the Vintage Voltage Show 

at the Ramada Plaza Inn  at I-25 and 

120th Avenue in Northglenn.  Last 

year the turnout was tremendous with 

thousands of people going through the 

facility.   

Accessories 

Bakelite 

Battery - 1926-1929 

Catalin 

Cathedral 

Classic Audio 

Communication Gear 

Console - Full Length 

Console - High/Low Boy 

Crystal Set 

Homebrew 

Kit 

Metal Box - 1920's 

Metal Case 

Military 

Novelty - Transistor 

Novelty - Tube 

Plastic - Tube 

Portable - Pre 1939 

Portable - Post 1938 

Pre 1926 

Speakers 

Specialty—Novelty Radio  

(Tube or transistor) 

Television 

Test Equipment 

Tombstone 

Transistor 

Tube/Parts Display 

Wooden - Line Powered 

No Judging - Display Only 

Best of Show 

Best Restoration 

Best Educational Display 

Peoples Choice 

These are the judging categories: 

2014 Colorado Radio Collectors Annual Show and Competition 
March 30, 2013     Ramada Plaza Convention Center      I-25 at 120th Avenue in Northglenn. 

The Special Category this year is:   

NOVELTY RADIOS 

Record the information about your show entries on this form and give 

it to Larry when you register.                         Registration deadline 9:30. 
 

Name______________________________________ Phone #_________________________________ 
 

    Brand                                   Model                                      Year                          Category (listed above) 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7 
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Photos from September 8th Meeting at the Miller Library in Castle Rock 

Rich Kuberski fills in for Dave Boyle 

while he is on a trip 
New Member 

Richard Leonard 
New Member 

Ken Evans 

Good turnout for the meeting even though 

there was a Bronco game 

Gregory Malanowski talks about receiving 

circuit in low cost radio 

Gregory’s Radio 

Dennis’s Radio Wayne Russert with  vintage computer 

parts 

Mark Kuligowski with his early 1960’s 

Columbia Radio 
Mark’s Radio Record Player for auction. 

Dennis Lawrence with  his Zenith 4E410 

Wanted/Needed 
Articles for the Flash.  Our well has run dry and we need 

your submissions.  Don’t be bashful, send in your article 

to Steve Touzalin—Information on the next page on how 

and where to submit your article.  Thanks!!!! 
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The Open Trunk 
Member submitted advertisements 

WANTED: Buy/Sell/Trade: "Heavy 

Metal" communications gear, telegraph 

related items, vintage calculators & micro-

phones.  

Robert Baumann,                303-988-2089 

HQ180A@aol.com.                        (07/09) 

————————————-——––—– 

REPAIR SERVICE: 

Radio repairs for club members. Reason-

able rates. Good references. 

Call David Boyle 

303-681-3258                                     11/09 

—————————–————--—–—– 

For Sale: by Dave Boyle 
Most of the following instruments have 

been completely refurbished, repaired as 

needed, and calibrated 

Most have manuals and test leads. 

Prices are negotiable so please make an 

offer. 

1) Eico Capacitor Tester, Model 950 , also 

tests for leakage and resistance.       $63.00 

2) HP 608 F VHF Signal Generator, with 

scope cart, also spare special tubes, and    

manual.                      Free to a good home! 

3) Eico 5inch oscilloscope, Model 425 

Completely gone-thru, new hi-voltage 

caps, all out of spec parts replaced, 

NEW CRT!, etc.                             $68.00 

4) Eico “Professional” VTVM.6 inch wide 

meter.                                               $45.00 

5) RCA Institute RF Signal Generator All 

standard frequency ranges and 400 Hz au-

dio frequency too.                             $30.00 

6) Heathkit TV Alignment Generator, 

Model IG-52.                                    $25.00 

7) HP 651 B Test Oscillator, rack mount-

ing with manual. 10 Hz to 10 MHz. 

          Make offer! 

8) Ballantine Labs. Model 321 VTVM.true 

RMS and p-p measurements. Rack mount-

ing with manual.                       Make offer! 

 

David Boyle, 303-681-3258 
 

Philco Model 91 complete working radio 

chassis with two good speakers and a 

working tuning shadow meter!  One 8 inch 

and one 12 inch. Call for negotiable price. 

David Boyle, 303-681-3258             11/13 

—————————–—–—-————– 

I have collected radios of all types for 30 

years and now it is time to let them go to 

new homes. 

 

Please call me for an appointment to see if 

any of them would fit in your collection. 

 

I have tube radios including Tombstone, 

Cathedral, and Novelty etc. 

 

I also have a large collection of transistor 

radios both shirt pocket and Novelty type. 

 

Please call                            303-238-1384 

Thanks in advance, 

Ron Smith 

 

RADIOS4US@aol.com 

Wanted:  1920's Wooden Horn Speakers 

and a Crosley Musicone Speaker.  

Also 1920's battery sets, especially Neutro-

dyne sets, Pre 1930 AC Radios and a 

Crosley Widget Console Radio 

Michael O’Leary                   602-354-7011 

moleary9@cox.net. 

_______________________________ 

WANTED: To buy: 1948 Motorola 5A9B 

portable radio, Maroon color.  Good condi-

tion only. 

Dewey Reinhard                   719-596-5516 

deweyfly30@gmail.com 

WANTED: Broadcast or recording mics, 

especially from 20's to 1950's. 

 

Shirt pocket transistor radios, working or 

not. 

 

NBC chimes, all eras. 

 

Tom Keeton                        303-797-8073  

—————————————–———-- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUBMISSION OF ARTICLES &AND ADVERTISEMENTS 
 

Classified Ads for The Open Trunk and articles of any radio/electronic or historical 

related subject to be published in the Flash are encouraged and welcomed. The arti-

cle(s) should be submitted in Microsoft Word, RTF, or as text cut/paste into your 

email.  Submit to Steve Touzalin by email at:  stevetou@comcast.net or by postal 

mail to 417 So. Queen Circle, Lakewood  CO  80226.                                                                             

——————————————————————–———————————– 

Formatting isn’t necessary, but if you do, set the font to Times New Roman, size 10, 

left justified.  If you have graphics (.jpg files) to be inserted, please name them and be 

specific about how you would like them placed.  We will do our best based on space 

limitations. 

mailto:RADIOS4US@aol.com
mailto:moleary9@cox.net
mailto:deweyfly30@gmail.com
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The  March 9th, 1:00 meeting will be at the Miller Library in Castle Rock 

Colorado Radio Collectors 

Antique Radio Club 

417 S. Queen Cir. 

Lakewood CO 80226 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 

 

Directions to 

Miller Library in 

Castle Rock 
 

From I-25:  Take the Plum Creek Park-

way, exit #181. 

Turn East onto Plum Creek Parkway. 

Turn Left (North) onto S. Wilcox Street 

and continue north 2 tenths of a mile. 

The Philip S. Miller Library is on the east 

side of the street at 100 S. Wilcox St. 

The building is towards the back of the 

parking lot, past the Dairy Queen. 

Directions to  

Bemis Library in 

Littleton 

Special Topic for this months meeting 

Potluck on Radio—Bring Something for Show & Tell 


