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John Austin Victoreen

By John Grist, Senior
(Assistant To Dr. Victoreen In His Colorado Springs Laboratory)

J ohn Viaoreen wasone of those
seleaJeople brought into this
war! seemingly prepared

beforehand to do die job history
required of him. Born in Johnstown,
Pennsylvania, on Independence Day
in 1902, it was the early radio
hobbyists of Cleveland, Ohio, who
guided the young scientific research
mind OntO the path his life was to
follow. As an eighteen year old
amateur radio operator, hewasexpert
enough to set up his CW equipment
in a Cleveland bank to receive and
POSt t he election retu rns for the
crowds in the street, who elected
Harding as the President of t he
United Stares.
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Vi ctoreen 's pare nts we re
achievers and out of fam ilies of
achievers. His father, E. Vitalis, of
Scandinavian descent, was the
mechanical engineer who installed
Ph iladelphia's largest steam pump
for the Water Work s. His mothe r,
of the German"Austa in" family ,
was the niece of Nathaniel Austin,
for whom the Texas cit y was
named, and a relative of George
Rogers Clark, American soldier and
frontiersman.

It' s su rp r is ing hi s formally
educated family didn't resist their
six teen year old so n' s deter
mination to quit the tenth grade at
C leveland's East Technical High
School, in order that he'd have time
to work with his radio research and
manufact uri ng . Instead, t hey
su p p o rt ed hIS effo rt s a s he
manufactu red such things as code
keys, 24-voh storage bat- teries, and
coils. It was the Improvement of
selectivity of broadcast stations on
t he home radio rece ive r in t he
Victory Radio that firmly
e stablished Vict o r een at the
forefront as manufac-turer/ scientist
of radio/electrical
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