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80th Anniversary
of Tragedy and
Wireless History

by Rick A mmon

The muffl ed shudder just before
midnight wasn't felt by those in thei r
cabins or in the ballrooms topside, but ,
within three hours, the world.s largest
and "most unsinkable" shipwas rushing
thousands of feet down 10 th e bottom
of t he iceberg-laden Nonh Atlantic.
With nearly sixteen hundred passengers
lost that early morn ing of April 15,
1912 were also fou nded many chapters
of wireless history and radio laws.

As th e Titanic was sink ing, its
Marcon i wireless apparatu s (picture
0 1\ p a ~c th re e) sc reame d o ut it s
·S.O.S,- on ly to be ign or ed by a
\>.· irclcss opl'rato r aboard a ship only a
few miles ..way. H..: had gone to bed
minut es c..rlicr. In 1912 no laws were
in effect 10 assure ol ship in distress
would be heard . All wou ld change

dramatically because of th e Titanic,
becoming on ly o ne o f the man y
mileposts in th e history of wirel ess.
Legislation enacted in tern ationally
before t he end of 19 12 would lead ,
event ually, to t he Federal Communi­
cation Commission and roday's laws.

The following exerpts Me from the
1911 book about th e disaster , Storyof
the Wreckofthe Tiumic: "In the Senate
Investigating Co mmittee on April 22,
Fourth Officer Boxell made a start ling
revelation in regard to a ship close at
hand at th e t ime of the wreck which
ignored all the Titanic's (wireless and
rocket) signals". Boxhall testified that ,
at Captain Smith 's orders , he •...took
word of the ship's (1.lst) position to the
wireless operato rs....AIAOnonh, SO.14
west...After rhat I was on the bridge
most of the time, sending out dist ress
signals, tr ying to anracr ihe aucntion
of th e boat s ahead. I sent up distress
rockets unti l llcft the ship, to t ry to
attract atte ntion of th e ship directly
ahead. I had seen rbc lights. It seemed
to be meeting us, and not far away. It
got d ose enough, it seemed to me, to
read our electric Morse signals...'Come
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