
  

 

As one might expect from a radio that is 85 years old, 

some parts needed replacement or repair. The insulation 

on the wiring was dried & cracked, capacitors & resis-

tors were out of tolerance, the antenna coil was open, 

one of the metal tuning belts was missing, and it had its 

fair share of corrosion on the chassis. 

I did not expect the disintegration and gross distortion of 

all the castings made with pot metal. The three tuning 

condensers were originally supported in cast pot metal 

housings and synchronized by metal belts pulling cast 

pot metal pulleys on each condenser shaft. One tuning 

belt can be seen in the photo to the left of the dial. The 

tuning knob shaft was in a cast pot metal housing that 

was bolted to the chassis just below the tuning dial, and 

had fallen off. The remnants of that housing were still 

attached to the mounting screws in the chassis and can 

be seen below the dial in the photo. 
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The  March 9th  meeting is  at the  Miller Library in  Castle Rock 

I obtained this radio at the CRC auction on September 

30, 2012 for $20.00. The acquisition included the metal 

bandbox & lid, the chassis, all the knobs, a Musicone 

speaker, and a second empty metal bandbox with its lid. 

But, as is usually the case, all the tubes were missing. 

 

This is a 6 tube 

ñNeutrodyneò TRF receiver 

originally powered by a 6V 

ñAò battery, three 45V ñBò 

batteries, one 22İV ñCò bat-

tery & one 4İV ñCò battery. 

In 1927 the radio cost $55.00 

plus $13.25 for the five 

201A tubes and one 171A 

tube. In addition, the new 

owner had to buy the Musicone speaker and the six bat-

teries. This was an expensive radio to own and operate 

in its day.  Crosley listed the radio weight at 15.4 lbs. 

and the shipping weight at 32 lbs.  

 

The schematic and alignment information can be found 

in Riderôs Vol. 1-5 and Vol. 3-1, but the schematic is 

not clear and only Crosley part numbers are listed that 

lack component values or notations regarding voltages, 

etc. I redrew the schematic and added relevant informa-

tion so it is more user-friendly.  
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Hi to all you old radio afi-

cionados and collectors.  

Miss me at the last meet-

ing?  Probably not. That is 

proof that any 

number of you 

could have the 

honor and 

privilege  of 

becoming the 

next president 

of the Colorado 

Radio Collec-

tors! Think about it. 

 

Now itôs that time of the 

year where it is all about 

the upcoming show. Last 

year our attendance and 

quantity of displayed ra-

dios was noticeably dimin-

ished. Some think it was 

the snow, but that is a lame 

excuse.  All major roads I 

traveled on from my home 

SW of Castle Rock  to our 

venue were clear and 

hardly any traffic.  I just 

hope that apathy is not set-

ting in as our club gets into 

its ñmatureò years.  Some 

of us are certainly showing 

some physical wear and 

tearébut our minds are 

bright and crisp.  Working 

on old radio collecting and 

repairing challenges keep 

us that way! 

 

Soooooooooo 

now is the time 

to bring out 

those collec-

tions and show 

the world 

around us the 

results of your restorative 

efforts ie: brain food. 

 

One more thingéI have 

been given some elec-

tronic test equipment re-

cently. I plan on donating 

this equipment to our up-

coming March meeting 

raffle and/or club auction; 

whichever you all choose 

is the best disposition. 

 

Stay Tuned,    
 

David Boyle 

CRC CONTACTS 
 

President   David Boyle 

  303-681-3258 

  Djboylesr at msn.com 

Vice President  Position open 

  Can YOU fill it?  

   

Treasurer  Merrill Campbell  

  719-596-3482 

  Campbell321 at juno.com 

Archive and Books    

    

    

Egroup Manager Mark Dittmar  

  (303) 877-0158 

  Mbdittmar at comcast.net 

Flash! Publisher  Steve Touzalin 

  (303) 988-5394 

  Stevetou at comcast.net 

Flash Graphic Editor Rich Kuberski  

  ROKuberski at msn.com 

Flash! Distribution  Richard Beckman 

  (303) 344-8565 

  Rebdalbeck at msn.com 

Webmaster   Bill Grimm  

Website   www.radioace.com   

 

NOTE:  at = @ in email addresses 
ððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð 

Upcoming Events 

2/14 Valentines Day 

3/9 Daylight Savings begins 

3/30 CRC Show/Vintage Voltage 

 
ððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð 

 
 

Meeting Locations 

(Unless noted otherwise) 
Littleton                      Castle Rock 

January          March 

May          July 

September         November 

 
ððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð 

CRC MEETINGS  
 

Meetings are held on the 2nd Sunday of 

every other month starting in January 

(except May is 3rd Sunday) at 1:00 pm. 

The meetings consist of business, ñshow 

& tellò, raffles, auctions, swap meets, 

technical discussions and other subjects of 

interest 

 
 

ððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð 

CRC MEMBERSHIP  
 

Annual membership in the CRC runs from 

July to June. Dues entitle members to at-

tend meetings, "The Flash!" our newslet-

ter, discount book prices, participation in 

our spring show and Fall auction. Current 

annual dues are $20. New memberships 

will be prorated to the following June. 

COLORADO RADIO COLLECTORS ANTIQUE RADIO CLUB  
Founded October 1988 

The Flash!  © 2013, all rights reserved 

Message from the President 
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View of tuning condenser shafts and pot metal pulleys 

Broken and distorted cast pot metal condenser brackets; 

distorted condenser drive pulleys, and a crumbled tuning 

shaft bracket   

The condenser rotors in the original pot metal mounting 

brackets were severely mis-

aligned due to distortion. 

 

The tuning condenser sta-

tors were cracked and dis-

torted with the plates 

ñfannedò open; i.e., not par-

allel with each other, or the 

rotor plates when assem-

bled. 

 

(Continued from page 1) It initially seemed impossible to restore the radio, con-

sidering the poor state of the major components. I 

started to consider the radio was destined for the scrap 

heap until one day, I thought ñIf I try to fix the radioé

working on just one piece at a time it wonôt be so bad 

é.and if I find something that I cannot fix, I can kick it 

to the curb thenò. 

 

With that in mind I needed to make the following parts:  

 

Three new tuning condenser mounting brackets so the 

rotors were square to the chassis again. The original ro-

tors were reused. 

 

Three reworked tuning condenser stators, without the 

pot metal, so the plates are parallel to each other.  

 

Three new tuning condenser pulleys that are actually 

round, with the bores centered, and square to the pulley 

face 

 

A new mounting bracket for the tuning shaft & pinion to 

allow tuning of the radio with the tuning knob 

 

A new metal tuning belt to replace the missing belt 

 

This was not going to be a ñmuseum qualityò restoration 

of the radio but a replacement of parts to make the radio 

functional again. All the replaced parts will be ñunder 

the hoodò, keeping the original outward appearance. Af-

ter all, replacement parts are not available from Crosley 

and any surviving pot metal parts that I might find will 

be in the same or worse condition. 

 

After searching through the materials I had at hand I de-

cided to make the mounting brackets and pulleys from 

leftover pieces of Trex, which is a wood-plastic compos-

ite material that was used to make my outdoor deck sev-

eral years ago. Trex cuts easily like wood, and can be 

drilled and tapped without splitting. Since Trex is not as 

strong as metal I drilled and tapped the mounting holes 

deeper to allow for new longer screws with more thread 

engagement. 

 

 

 

The new Trex mounting 

bracket for the tuning 

shaft and pinion 

 

 

(Continued on page 4) 


