| obtained this radio at the CRC auction on Septembe
30, 2012 for $20.00. The acquisition included the met: </
bandbox & lid, the chassis, all the knobs, a Musicone | .
speaker, and a second empty metal bandbox with its |
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As one might expect from a radio that is 85 years old,
some parts needed replacement or repair. The insulatior
on the wiring was dried & cracked, capacitors & resis-
. tors were out of tolerance, the antenna coil was open,
- one of the metal tuning belts was missing, and it had its
@ This is a 6 tube fair share of corrosion on the chassis.
 ANeutrodyneo TdRifotexpectehe disintegration and gross distortion of
™ originally powered by a 6V  all the castings made with pot metal. The three tuning
n "AO battery, tdndeeserswet UrigifiaByGupported in cast pot metal
batteries, on &dousdngdand synchionizediby metal belts pulling cast
it ery & one 41 Yotmekabpulleys bnteach gondenser shaft. One tuning
& In 1927 the radio cost $55.00 belt can be seen in the photo to the left of the dial. The
plus $13.25 for the five tuning knob shaft was in a cast pot metal housing that
201A tubes and one 171A  was bolted to the chassis just below the tuning dial, and
tube. In addition, the new had fallen off. The remnants of that housing were still
owner had to buy the Musicone speaker and the six baattached to the mounting screws in the chassis and can
teries. This was an expensive radio to own and operatde seen below the dial in the photo.
in its day. Crosley listed the radio weight at 15.4 Ibs.
and the shipping weight at 32 Ibs.

The schematic and alignment information can be foun
i n Ri de-béndVoV&l]butth& schematic is
not clear and only Crosley part numbers are listed thatyf
lack component values or notations regarding voltaged 4 B e B

etc. | redrew the schematic and added relevant inform: seretn = g S &g" © L ‘3‘“ s
tion so it is more usdriendly. AL RN ’
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some physical wear and




(Continued from pagé) It initially seemed impossible to restore the radio, con-
p— sidering the poor state of the major components. |
started to consider the radio was destined for the scrap

heap until one day, | tho
working on just one piece
é.and if | find something
to the curb theno.

With that in mind | needed to make the following parts:

Three new tuning condenser mounting brackets so the
rotors were square to the chassis again. The original ro-
tors were reused.

Three reworked tuning condenser stators, without the
pot metal, so the plates are parallel to each other.

Three new tuning condenser pulleys that are actually

_ _ round, with the bores centered, and square to the pulley
View of tuning condenser shafts and pot metal pulleys fgce

A new mounting bracket for the tuning shaft & pinion to
allow tuning of the radio with the tuning knob

A new metal tuning belt to replace the missing belt

This was not going to be
of the radio but a replacement of parts to make the radio
functional again. All the
the hoodo, keeping the or
ter all, replacement parts are not available from Crosley
and any surviving pot metal parts that | might find will

be in the same or worse condition.

After searching through the materials | had at hand | de-
cided to make the mounting brackets and pulleys from

_ leftover pieces of Trex, which is a wopthstic compos-
Broken and distorted cast pot metal condenser brackefge material that was used to make my outdoor deck sev-

distorted condenser drive pulleys, and a crumbled tunigga| years ago. Trex cuts easily like wood, and can be
shaft bracket _ N _ drilled and tapped without splitting. Since Trex is not as
The condenser rotors in the original pot metal mountingtrong as metal | drilled and tapped the mounting holes

brackets were severely mis- deeper to allow for new longer screws with more thread
a“gned due to distortion. engagement_

The tuning condenser sta-
tors were cracked and dis-

torted with the plates The new Trex mounting
nfannedo open; i.e., not dketforthe tuning
allel with each other, or the shaft and pinion

rotor plates when assem-

bled.
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